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Leveraging
Social and Emotional Learning
for Equity & Inclusion
July 27-29, 2021*

*All sessions will be available on demand from July 27 to August 4, 2021

DAY 1 AGENDA

TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2021
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
8:30am: Institute Opening
Welcoming Ritual
Land Acknowledgement
Opening Remarks
Institute Overview

9:30am- Keynote Speaker: Cornelius Minor

We Can't Just Treat All Kids the Same: Race,
Class, Gender, Ability and What We Really
Mean When We Say That We Are Student
Centered

10:30am- Featured Session*

Mindful Social and Racial Justice and Self-CareThe Holistic Life Foundation

or

Utilizing the Five Focal Constructs to Create
Equitable Learning Environments with SELBloodine Barthelus

11:30am- Breakout Session: SEL as a
Strategy for Systemic and Transformative
Change*
*Choose one featured session and a session of your choice
from this strand. See session information for Day 1 of the
Institute on the next few pages.

= *Part of the Leadership Track

Day 1
Keynote Speaker

We Can't Just Treat All Kids the Same: Race,
Class, Gender, Ability and What We Really Mean
When We Say That We Are Student Centered

Cornelius Minor
Cornelius Minor is a Brooklyn-based educator and part-time Pokemon trainer. He works with
teachers, school leaders, and leaders of community-based organizations to support equitable
literacy reform in cities (and sometimes villages) across the globe. His latest book, We Got This,
explores how the work of creating more equitable school spaces is embedded in our everyday
choices — specifically in the choice to really listen to kids.
Cornelius has been featured in Education Week, Brooklyn Magazine, and Learning for Justice. He
has partnered with The Teachers College Reading and Writing Project, The New York City
Department of Education, The International Literacy Association, Scholastic, and Lesley University’s
Center for Reading Recovery and Literacy Collaborative. Out of Print, a documentary featuring
Cornelius, made its way around the film festival circuit, and he has been a featured speaker at
conferences all over the world. He is a dedicated Hip-hop fan, and on some evenings, you can find
him online saving the universe with his PlayStation or on paper saving the realm in Dungeons &
Dragons.
Most recently, along with his partner and wife, Kass Minor, he has established The Minor Collective,
a community-based movement designed to foster sustainable change in schools. Whether working
with educators and kids in Los Angeles, Seattle, or New York City, Cornelius uses his love for
technology, literature, and social media to bring communities together. As a teacher, Cornelius
draws not only on his years teaching middle school in the Bronx and Brooklyn, but also on time spent
skateboarding, shooting hoops, and working with young people. These days, Cornelius spends time
building elaborate Lego structures with his two young children, searching for an elusive pair of
Jordan IVs, and is ritually re-reading all of the 1990’s era comic books that he can find.

Featured Session
Choose one of the following sessions.
Utilizing the Five Focal
Constructs to Create Equitable
Learning Environments with SEL
In this session, participants will learn about the
research and evidence base of Identity, Agency,
Belonging, Collaborative Problem-Solving, and
Curiosity as focal constructs of SEL. Connections
will be drawn to the opportunities that exist to
humanize the educational process for students,
center their experiences, and co-create learning
conditions that support their overall success.
Finally, tangible and practical strategies will be
provided on ways to: elevate identity, agency, and
belonging as a means to create caring and
supportive relationships between adults and
students; incorporate opportunities for
collaborative problem-solving among students and
tap into curiosity as a critical element of
engagement.

Mindful Social and Racial
Justice and Self-Care
This training will consist of breathing practices,
mindful movement, and silent reflective
meditation. Holistic Life Foundation (HLF) cofounders will also touch on perspectives ethics
of care, emotional labor - neuroscience
perspectives, ethics of care, emotional labor and
vicarious trauma/ secondary PTSD, nonviolent
communication strategies, compassionate
listening, and pedagogical perspectives in
teaching contemplative practices. Employable
tools and actionable techniques to support the
personal practices, meditations, breathing
exercises for children, teens, adults, and service
providers will be both practiced and shared.

Dr. Bloodine Barthelus
Director of Practice Innovations,
CASEL
Dr. Bloodine Barthelus currently serves as the
director of practice innovations at CASEL. In this
role, she uses her experience of integrating social
and emotional learning (SEL) and equity to help
codify and map out aligned language, approach, and
technical assistance to CASEL partners supporting
the implementation of SEL in service of equity. Dr.
Barthelus started in education as a school
counselor and went on to become a district
department lead in DC Public Schools as a director
of school climate and social emotional learning
before joining CASEL. She specializes in program
development and professional learning that
elevates adult SEL through a heightened focus on
the inner work needed to shift practice, create
change, and construct equitable learning spaces for
young people.

Ali Smith, Atman Smith and
Andres Gonzalez
Holistic Life Foundation
The Holistic Life Foundation is a Baltimore-based 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization committed to nurturing the
wellness of children and adults in underserved
communities. Through a comprehensive approach which
helps children develop their inner lives through yoga,
mindfulness, and self-care HLF demonstrates deep
commitment to learning, community, and stewardship of
the environment. HLF is also committed to developing
high-quality evidence-based programs and curriculum to
improve community well-being.

Breakout Session:
SEL as a Strategy for Systemic and
Transformative Change
Choose one of the following sessions.
A Blueprint for Success: Shifting to a Transformative SEL
Approach to Rebuild Thriving Schools

Kristen Rulison

2021-2022 offers a unique opportunity to rethink how our schools and classrooms can be
safe, supportive, culturally sustaining and equitable learning environments that promote the
social and emotional competencies of both students and adults. In this session, participants
will learn about transformative SEL practices to foster the competencies and learning
environments that students and adults need to reunite, re-engage and thrive.

Culturally Responsive Teaching Practices in Secondary Literacy

Kenisha Coates, Kerry Emery, Gail Sherman, and Tara Smith

This professional development is designed to provide secondary literacy teachers with
guidance on establishing welcoming and inclusive 6-12 literacy classrooms. Participants will
learn best practices for Culturally Relevant Teaching through the lens of SEL as an equitable
strategy for systematic and transformative change. As a result of this training, participants
will be better prepared to use Culturally Responsive Teaching Practices in their own literacy
instruction.

Culturally Responsive Subjects: Designing with an Equity
Mindset

Dr. Eva Cwynar

Participants will learn the characteristics of a culturally responsive & equitable classroom,
identify the ways that Project Based Learning (PBL) can be used as a lever to create more
inclusive and equitable learning environments, and reflect on existing practices to create
structures that support the integration of PBL practices in classroom settings.

Integrating Positive Behavior Support and Social and
Emotional Learning

Michael Kanusky & Gregory Murphy

In this session, participants will learn how to integrate Positive Behavior Support (PBS) and
SEL concepts and strategies to support students and staff members. The presenters will
explain and model how the SCTG/Project Connect team has integrated SEL shared
agreements with PBS expectations, PBS behavior matrix with SEL skills, SEL lessons with
Universal Guidelines, and SEL/PBS team meeting agendas. Participants will be able to design
a plan to begin integrating PBS and SEL using the ideas and strategies presented during this
session.

Play Nice in the Sandbox: A Multi-tiered, Team-based
Approach to Supporting Student Well-Being

Dr. Michael Kane

Social and emotional learning, mental health and school success are closely linked. This
session will provide attendees with essential information regarding the child and adolescent
mental health as well as strategies to align the professionals, programs, and practices along a
multi-tiered system of supports.

SEL & Elementary Mathematics Integration in Action: Using
Number Routines to Promote Mathematics Discourse

Mickey Banek

In this session, participants will gain strategies for promoting an equitable mathematics
classroom by using number routines. A number routine is a Social and Emotional Academic
Integration practice that engages all students through discourse that leads to deeper
understanding of fact fluency and number sense.

Strategies for School-based Administrators and School
Counselors to Increase the Availability of Supplemental SEL
Interventions

Stephen Kaplan

Social and emotional learning is the foundation of skills and habits of mind that support
academic success. School counselors are uniquely positioned to provide supplemental
supports in a small group format to the 10-15% of a school's student population identified as
likely to benefit through review of data points like absences, conduct measures and discipline
reports. This session will provide administrators and school counselors with strategies to
increase the availability of these types of interventions and to track student outcomes (both
behavioral and academic) for participating students.

DAY 2 AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 2021
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
8:30am: Keynote Speaker: Meena Srinivasan
Mindfulness & SEL in Service of Belonging

9:30am- Featured Session*

Exploring Arts-based SEL Integration Across
Multiple Stakeholders-Dr. Bianca
Nightengale-Lee
or
Transforming Curriculum for Social Justice and
SEL to Empower Students to Create More
Equitable and Inclusive Communities-Jess
Lifshitz
or
Reflecting on Resistance- Ann McKay Bryson

10:30am-Breakout Session: Identity, Agency
and Belonging as Expressions of SEL*
11:30am- Breakout Session: Inclusive and
Supportive Environments that Focus on Building
Relationships & Community*
*Choose one featured session and a session of your choice
from this strand. See session information for Day 2 of the
Institute on the next few pages.

= *Part of the Leadership Track

Day 2
Keynote Speaker
Mindfulness & SEL in Service of Belonging

Meena Srinivasan
Meena is a South Asian-American edupreneur with deep expertise in the fields of Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL) and Mindfulness in Education. She is the Founding Executive Director of
Transformative Educational Leadership (TEL), a racially and culturally diverse, compassioncentered, innovative program for educational leaders who are called to integrate mindfulnessbased, social, emotional, academic and ethical learning into schools and school systems. Prior to this
role she spent five and a half years working in partnership with the Collaborative for Academic,
Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL) to implement SEL system-wide in the Oakland Unified School
District. Meena has taught and led in a variety of school settings (public, private, urban,
international) and holds a Clear Administrative Services Credential in the state of California. She is
the creator of the SEL Every Day online courses, author of Teach, Breathe, Learn: Mindfulness In
and Out of the Classroom and SEL Every Day: Integrating SEL with Instruction in Secondary
Classrooms which was chosen as one of 2019’s Favorite Books for Educators by the Greater Good
Science Center at UC Berkeley. Meena’s article, “Social and Emotional Learning Starts with Adults”
was one of ASCD’s 10 Best Express Articles of 2018 and she was featured in the Dec 2020/Jan 2021
issue of Educational Leadership Magazine on “Mindful School Leadership.” She is the author of the
forthcoming Integrating SEL into Every Classroom Quick Reference Guide (Norton, 2021).

Featured Session
Choose one of the following sessions.
Exploring Arts-based SEL
Integration Across Multiple
Stakeholders
This session will highlight the collaborative
efforts of a middle school, arts-based
community organization, and a FAU Research
Team, as they develop arts-based SEL
instruction for students within an EBD unit. The
broader question attached to this exploration
seeks to examine which arts-based SEL
disciplines (visual, music, movement) were most
effective in supporting student’s engagement,
and overall academic self-efficacy. Methods for
collaboration and arts-based SEL development
strategies will be shared. At the crux of this
work is a commitment to transformative
educational inquiry, foregrounded by an
openness to explore collaboration across
multiple stakeholders to enhance the
educational outcomes of vulnerable students.

Using Transformative SEL to
Empower Students to Create
More Equitable and Inclusive
Communities
Participants will learn how to facilitate
conversations focused on identity to strengthen
their self-awareness, social awareness and
relationships skills. Specific
resources will be shared to demonstrate how SEL
can be used to help students better understand
themselves and others while empowering them
to create more equitable and inclusive
communities.

Jess Lifshitz,
Chicago Teacher & Blogger
Dr. Bianca Nightengale-Lee,
Assistant Professor at FAU
Dr. Nightengale-Lee currently serves as an assistant
professor in the department of Curriculum Culture &
Educational Inquiry at FAU. With over 15 years as an
elementary educator and curriculum developer, her
expertise is grounded in a deep understanding of
pedagogical practice that focuses on equity and
culturally relevant instruction. Located at the
intersections of critical literacy, hip-hop pedagogy,
and Black linguistic sovereignty, her research relates
to socially conscious and humanizing educational
practice, which resists, and re-frames traditionalized
notions of curriculum to produce equitable learning
conditions for culturally and linguistically diverse
students.

Jess Lifshitz teaches fifth grade ELA in Northbrook,
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. She has been teaching for
17 years. In addition to her work in the classroom, Jess
was a part of the first cohort of Heinemann Fellows, she
has written for several literacy related publications and
writes on her own blog regularly at
crawlingoutoftheclassroom.wordpress.com. In
everything that Jess does, she believes in helping
students learn to use reading and writing in order to
better understand and create positive change in the
world beyond the classroom. You can follow her and the
work she does with students on Twitter at @Jess5th.

Reflecting on Resistance
Resistance requires pressure from both sides, which puts how we handle it securely within
our own sphere of influence. Understanding where various types of resistance are coming
from increases our ability to understand the 'why' of these experiences. This can help
lower our frustration, increase our sense of efficacy, and develop ways to depersonalize
the encounters. Join this session to read, reflect and relate ideas to your own context as we
build awareness of different types of resistance, and explore strategies that support our
sense of agency when encountering internal and external resistance.

Ann McKay Bryson,
CASEL Consultant

Ann McKay Bryson is a lifelong educator with 34 years of experience teaching in
Anchorage, Alaska, teaching in K-12 classrooms and leading SEL professional development.
Over the subsequent 10 years, Ann has designed, facilitated and supported adult SEL
professional learning nationally, as a consultant in large urban school districts for CASEL
(Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning); with out-of-school-time
professionals, in partnership with Center for Safe Alaskans and Cook Inlet Tribal Council;
in SEL assessment, as lead author of Aperture’s original DESSA Strategy Guide; and as an
editor/contributing author of Emory University’s SEE (Social, Emotional, and Ethical)
Learning curriculum. Ann has co-presented at numerous conferences including CASEL’s
2019 SEL Exchange, AERA in 2008, 2010, and 2014; at Ready by 21 in 2018; and at
Learning Forward in 2013, 2015, 2018 and 2019.

Breakout Session:
Identity, Agency and Belonging as
Expressions of SEL
Choose one of the following sessions.
Elevating Youth's Unique Identities and Lived Experiences

Gbolade George

This presentation is designed to inform educators and community agencies the importance of
elevating the voices of students with unique identities. Unique identities can cover a wide
range of characteristics: gender, ethnicity, age, sexuality, socio-economic status, language,
abilities, and life experiences. How are you ensuring that all students’ voices are valued while
in your inclusive learning environment?

How Your Identity Impacts You and Your Relationships

Eileen Nieves, Kristen Rulison & Aleida Trinidad

Your identity is a central part of who you are and greatly influences how you move through
the world. During this adult SEL session, participants will learn more about identity markers
and refect on how their identity impacts their values, experiences, and relationships.

Prioritizing Identity to Champion Critical Conversations

Gwyn Williams

This program session will allow participants to explore how identity, belonging, and
championing diversity intersect. This session leads participants through the steps to facilitate
relevant conversations about identity, diversity, equity, and justice with youth in the
educational field. Learn how to create an environment of acceptance and respect so youth
feel emotionally safe to communicate their thoughts and feelings on critical topics.
Participants will leave the training with a plan supported by guides and lesson plans to
implement these discussions right away!

Using Elementary Literacy to Explore Identity, Agency and
Belonging

Dr. Dominic Grasso & Gloria Arnold

Participants will learn strategies in which they use literacy to help elementary students
explore their own identity, agency and belonging. Participants will gain an understanding of
literacy practices that they can use in their classroom to help foster equity and diversity work
by allowing students to reflect upon their own identity and how it is reflected in literacy.

Breakout Session:

Inclusive and Supportive Environments that
Focus on Building Relationships and Community
Choose one of the following sessions.
Restorative Practices Overview

Frances Basich & Jennifer Jones

This workshop will give an overview of restorative practices and provide tips to form
inclusive and positive communities during the school day and out-of-school time (OST).
Participants will learn proactive approaches to discipline that are focused on building high
quality relationships and compare these strategies to punitive discipline approaches.

Culturally Responsive Mindfulness-based SEL for Healing
and Inclusion

Knellee Bisram

We have all experienced trauma in some form or another. Together, we explore how
evidence-based mind body and mindfulness tools are helping culturally diverse populations to
heal from PTSD, trauma and chronic stress, especially as we emerge from multiple pandemics.
Through trauma-informed culturally responsive mindfulness, movement and expressive
exercises we learn first-hand how to deepen our own socio-emotional resources for healing,
self-care, balance and resilience. We also learn to apply strategies that promote youth social
and emotional development while building a sense of belonging and inclusion in learning
environments.

Growing the SEAD: Creating Collaborative Opportunities Support
Youth's Social, Emotional and Academic Development

Kelly Sapp

This session will focus on supporting parents with SEL at home. Participants will be guided
through an overview of The CASEL 5 - the five Social Emotional Learning competencies, how
to encourage families and caregivers to apply SEL skills and strategies in the home and review
ways to build both families and youth SEL capacity. Additionally, participants will dive deeper
into the benefit of and connection between academic and SEL.

Reframing Behavior Management

Jennifer Jones

Participants will walk away from this workshop with knowledge and skills to facilitate conflict
resolution through supporting youth to manage their feelings and take responsibility for their
actions. Participants will learn how to reframe all youth behavior as opportunities for youth
to learn emotion management and problem-solving skills.

The Power of Positive Interactions

Aleida Trinidad & Eileen Nieves

In this session, participants will get an overview of how to integrate Positive Behavior
Supports (PBS) and Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) by examining the ratio of positive to
corrective interactions and how increasing the positive interactions with students can be a
powerful tool in building positive, appropriate relationships.

Trauma Supportive Classrooms and Schools: Moving from
Awareness to Daily Practice

Cheryl Harris & Michelle Beatty

Participants will explore the concepts of trauma, resilience and the impact in classrooms and
schools. Facilitators will provide an overview on Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs),
review the pair of ACEs, and discuss resilience factors and system vulnerabilities, to explore
the impacts of trauma. Facilitators will share trauma-informed instructional strategies for
educators to implement and utilize, when supporting student resilience. Participants will
leave the session with a collection of ‘Resources for Rebounding Resilience’ that they can use
with their students or share with colleagues.

DAY 3 AGENDA

THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2021
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
8:30am: Keynote Speaker: Dr. Gholdy
Muhammad

Cultivating Genius: An Equity Model for
Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy

9:30am- Featured Session
or

Education for Social Justice-Lorena German
It's Not Just What You Say, It's How You Say It:
Creating Inclusive Classroom Cultures-Sherrie
Raven

10:30am- Breakout Session: Uplifting Voice to
Promote Engagement and Leadership*
11:30am- Choice Session

Choose a featured session or breakout session of
your choice that you were not able to attend.

12:20pm- Institute Closing
Optimistic Closure
Next Steps

*Choose one featured session and a session of your choice
from this strand. See session information for Day 3 of the
Institute on the next few pages.

= *Part of the Leadership Track

Day 3
Keynote
Cultivating Genius: An Equity Model
for Culturally and Historically Responsive
Literacy

Dr. Gholdy Muhammad
Dr. Gholnecsar (Gholdy) Muhammad is an Associate Professor of Language and Literacy at Georgia
State University. She also serves as the director of the GSU Urban Literacy Collaborative & Clinic.
She studies Black historical excellence within educational communities with goals of reframing
curriculum and instruction today. Dr. Muhammad’s scholarship has appeared in leading educational
journals and books. Some of her recognitions include the 2014 recipient of the National Council of
Teachers of English, Promising New Researcher Award, the 2016 NCTE Janet Emig Award, the 2017
GSU Urban Education Research Award and the 2018 UIC College of Education Researcher of the
Year. She works with teachers and young people across the United States and South Africa in best
practices in culturally responsive instruction. She is the author of the best-selling book, Cultivating
Genius: An Equity Model for Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy.

Featured Session
Choose one of the following sessions.
Education for Social Justice

It's Not Just What You Say, It's
How You Say It: Creating
Inclusive Classroom Cultures

In this session, we will build context for why an
education for social justice is needed. We will
explore anti-bias and anti-racist strategies for
the classroom. We will also talk about how this
approach fulfills social and emotional teaching
and learning.

In this session, we will focus on how you show
up with young people and how language
influences relationships. Participants will
reflect on both the verbal and non-verbal
language they use to create cultures of
inclusion and equity.

Lorena German,
Educator and Author
Lorena is a two time nationally awarded Dominican
American educator focused on anti-racist and
anti-bias education. She’s been featured in the
New York Times, NPR, Rethinking Schools,
EdWeek, Learning for Justice Magazine and more.
She published The Anti Racist Teacher: Reading
Instruction Workbook, and her next book Textured
Teaching: A Framework for A Culturally Sustaining
Practice (Heinemann 2021) is about curriculum and
lesson development focused on social justice. She’s
a co-founder of #DisruptTexts and The
Multicultural Classroom. Lorena is also the Chair of
NCTE’s Committee Against Racism and Bias in the
Teaching of English. She lives in Tampa, Florida
where she is a mami and wife- two of her most
important roles.

Sherrie Raven,
Director of SEL Implementation
at CASEL
Sherrie Raven is the director of SEL
Implementation at CASEL. In this role, she works
with district leaders across the country to begin
and to deepen SEL implementation in service of
equity. Sherrie has had the joy of working with
SDPBC for the past four years as the SEL efforts
have grown. Prior to working for CASEL, Sherrie
was the founding director of SEL in Austin, Texas,
where she was also a principal, special education
coordinator, and teacher. She also has had the
opportunity to teach in Hirosaki, Japan, and
Chappaqua, New York. Sherrie has a Master's
Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from The
University of Texas at Austin and a bachelor of
science in education from Texas Christian
University.

Breakout Session:
Uplifting Youth Voice to Promote
Engagement and Leadership
Choose one of the following sessions.
Developing Black Student Leadership in Secondary Schools by
Centering Their History and Culture in School Climate
Brian Knowles
During this session, participants will develop an understanding of how to engage Black
students by creating climates where their history and culture is centered. This transformative
approach helps these students take ownership of learning in an environment where they are
affirmed. Affirmation establishes confidences and empowerment, which enables students to
utilize their authentic voice to inspire change.

Developing Family and Community Relationships in Gifted
Classrooms

Theresa Thomas

This session will focus on building relationships with families and community with an
emphasis on strategies that support all classrooms with an emphasis on gifted students.
Participants will comprehend why family and community involvement are important and
identify strategies and practices to support students. Participants will be provided with gifted
characteristics and SEL activities that will support social, emotional and academic success.

Power in Their Voice: Creating Safe Spaces for Students to
Question While Building Young Leaders

Michelle Martin

Through this session, participants will learn strategies and best practices for cultivating
leaders through the development of self awareness, social awareness, self management,
relationship skills, and responsible decision making. Strategies will be shared for honoring
dissonance and friendly discourse in the classroom to help build and welcome questioning
while fostering a safe space for questioning and debate.

Strengthening the Connection: Supporting Family, Caregiver and
School Partnerships through Social Emotional Learning

Kelly Sapp

This session will focus on supporting the home-to-school connection between families,
caregivers and school staff. Participants will look at two-way communication between school
and home, how to support 'caring conversations', and looking at the opportunity to create
new ways to engage educators, students, families, and community partners to foster cohesive
learning experiences for youth.

The Responsive Teen Advisory Council

Anton Spalding

Want to learn how to take your teen leadership program to the next level? This activity-filled
session will help you power up by introducing a strong SEL-based framework and routines
that can help teen leaders build valuable communication and social-emotional learning skills
while cultivating positive, meaningful relationships with their peers and with adults. The end
result will be more focused, connected, fun, and effective leadership programs!

Breakout Session Presenter
Biographies
Gloria Arnold
Gloria Arnold has worked in education for 26 years, holding a variety of
positions from classroom and resource teacher (K-5), to reading coach for the
Summer Reading Academy and works currently as a literacy resource teacher
for the Department of Teaching and Learning. Mrs. Arnold completed her
masters degree in 2006 in Reading Education. Mrs. Arnold has been a
collaborative partner in developing lesson plans and professional
development focusing on the integration of SEL and equity concepts,
including race, gender and sexuality.

Mickey Banek
Mickey Banek is the Elementary Mathematics Program Planner for the Palm
Beach County School District. He has been an educator for more than 20
years. Mickey believes in rich, mathematical conversations, the power of
planning and that every child can achieve.

Fran Basich
Frances Basich is currently project lead for School Climate Transformation
Grant (SCTG)/Project Connect with the Department of Safe Schools. She has
worked for The School District of Palm Beach County for 17 years as a middle
school ESE teacher and MTSS/PBS Specialist. A lifelong learner and special
education advocate, she is working on her dissertation toward a Ph.D. Degree in
Education and Leadership with a Specialization in Special Education from Barry
University in North Miami Shores, Florida, holds a Master’s Degree in
Exceptional Student Education from Barry University, and a Bachelor’s Degree
in Psychology from Fairleigh Dickinson University in New Jersey. Frances is
passionate about the integration of behavior, SEL, mental health, equity, cultural
humility, social justice and youth empowerment as “the way of work” to achieve
equitable outcomes for ALL.

Michelle Beatty
Michelle Beatty graduated from the American College of Education, with
both a Master’s Degree in Curriculum and Instruction and a Master’s Degree
in Educational Leadership. She previously taught students with autism and
other varying eligibilities in a self-contained setting and received her Autism
Endorsement through Florida State University, prior to becoming a district
Behavior Resource teacher. She currently works for the Department of
Exceptional Student Education as an ESE Specialist, overseeing The
Multiagency Network for Students with Emotional and Behavioral
Disabilities (SEDNET) Grant in Palm Beach County.

Knellee Bisram
Knellee Bisram is the SEL Specialist at Prime Time Palm Beach County with
19 years of experience as a professor, mindfulness trainer and consultant.
Knellee founded AHAM Education, a transnational mindfulness and
emotional intelligence organization in 2014, and has been practicing
mindfulness for over 30 years. She developed Prime Time’s SEL Academy,
designed to build adult and youth social-emotional skills. Knellee is a
certified Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) instructor, Center for
Mind Body Medicine (CMBM) Facilitator, and a community advocate and
international speaker for post-traumatic healing, mental health and mindbody resiliency.

Kenisha Coates
Kenisha Coates is a Secondary Literacy Instructional Specialist for The
School District of Palm Beach County. Kenisha began her teaching career at
Lake Worth Community High School in 2004. Since then she has taught
Grades 6-12 ELA and Advanced Placement courses at both Palm Beach Lakes
High School and Suncoast High School. After leaving the classroom, Kenisha
transitioned to the Professional Development Department as a Peer
Assistance and Review Consultant; providing coaching, modeling, and
instructional support to K-12 teachers. Currently, Kenisha facilitates CLS
courses. In addition, Kenisha supports SDPBC 6-12 ELA and reading teachers
with curriculum implementation and professional development.

Dr. Eva Cwynar
Dr. Eva Cwynar is a specialist in education with dual Masters' Degrees in
Curriculum & Instruction & STEM Education as well as a Doctorate in
Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment with a focus in Problem-Based
Learning. With over 14 years experience in education, she strives to foster an
understanding of the connections and interplay between technology &
pedagogy within a transdisciplinary curriculum while supporting the
necessary shifts to a student-centered classroom. Through hands-on,
learning centered and job embedded experiences, Eva has spent the last 8
years working side by side with K-12 students, teachers and administrators
to re-examine deeply held beliefs and patterns in teaching and learning.

Kerry Emery
Kerry Emery is a 6-12 English Language Arts (ELA) Instructional Specialist for
SDPBC. She has been teaching for over 25 years. She started her teaching
career at Conniston Middle School where she taught ESOL Reading. Since
then she has worked at Polo Park Middle School and Wellington Landings
Middle School. She has experience teaching reading and language arts.
Currently, Kerry facilities Reading Endorsement and Content Literacy
Strategies courses. In addition, Kerry supports 6-12 ELA and reading
teachers with curriculum implementation and professional development.

Gbolade George
Gbolade George currently serves as a resource teacher for a College
Readiness Program, Johnson Scholars Program, which works in collaboration
with Take Stock in Children of the Palm Beaches, creating The Johnson Take
Stock Program (JTSP). Students receive college and career readiness, life
skills training, and motivational support throughout high school. Gbolade
utilizes CASEL's Social Emotional Learning Signature Practices which are
specifically devoted to promoting an inclusive learning environment,
celebrating cultures, and encompassing academic infusion. All of which,
helping to create a climate where students feel empowered to share their
lived experiences and thrive.

Dr. Dominic Grasso
Dr. Dominic Grasso has worked in education for 10 years, holding a variety
of positions from classroom teacher (K-12), to professional development
specialist, as well as an adjunct professor for Florida Atlantic University. Dr.
Grasso completed his Ph.D. in 2016 in Curriculum and Instruction with an
emphasis on critical multicultural education, specifically focusing on creating
diverse curriculum centering marginalized groups. Dr. Grasso has presented
at various national conferences including NAME (National Association for
Multicultural Education) and has been published in several research journals
including DASH (Division of Adolescent and School Health) focusing on
creating safe and supportive school environments.

Cheryl Harris
Cheryl Harris graduated from Florida State University with her Bachelor’s
and Master’s Degrees in Special Education, in addition to her Education
Specialist Degree in Educational Leadership and Policy. She previously
taught students with Emotional and Behavioral Disabilities as well as varying
exceptionalities in a self-contained setting, prior to becoming a Behavior
Resource Teacher for Palm Beach County. She currently works for the
Department of Exceptional Student Education as the Program Planner for
autism and emotional behavioral disabilities.

Jennifer Jones
Jennifer Jones joins Prime Time with more than 20 years of experience in
non-profit management, professional development training, social, emotional
learning education and curriculum design. Jennifer’s passions include
personal and professional growth and development and empowering youth
to succeed in life. She holds a Master’s degree in Curriculum Design from the
University of California at San Diego, a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education/Deaf Education from Flagler College and is a certified positive
discipline educator.

Dr. Michael Kane
Michael Kane, Ph.D., is a certified school counselor and the Manager for
School Behavioral and Mental Health for the School District of Palm Beach
County. Dr. Kane is an educator with over 27 years’ experience as a school
counselor, school district administrator, and adjunct professor. More
recently, his work has focused creating new and aligning existing systems to
expand student access to school-based mental health support.

Michael Kanusky
Michael Kanusky is a School Climate Transformation Grant (SCTG)/Project
Connect Specialist with the Department of Safe Schools. He has 12 years of
experience in education working as a fourth and fifth grade teacher in
Broward and Palm Beach County Public Schools before spending the last two
years working for SCTG/Project Connect. He serves on the District’s
Wellness Promotion Task Force, Student Wellness/Program Alignment
Team, and is the Wellness Coordinator for the Department of Safe Schools.

Stephen Kaplan
As Elementary School Counseling Program Planner at the School District of
Palm Beach County, Stephen supports comprehensive school counseling
interventions and programming for over 150 school counselors at 109
schools. Since coming to the district office, Stephen has developed data
gathering initiatives on counselor use of time and a peer-led school counselor
Professional Learning Communities program to support elementary school
counselors who are often solo practitioners at their school sites. Stephen's
current initiative is to spotlight the role that school counselors play in
providing supplemental interventions for identified students and to increase
the amount of time available for students for tier 2 interventions, primarily
small group counseling.

Brian Knowles
Brian Knowles currently serves as the Manager of the Office of African,
African American, Latino, Holocaust, and Gender Studies within the School
District of Palm Beach County, the tenth–largest public-school district in the
United States. The Office of African, African American, Latino, Holocaust,
and Gender Studies has been in existence for 26 years with a major focus on
providing best teaching practices for students of color and the development
of culturally responsive curriculum.

Michelle Martin
Michelle R. Martin, Ed.S. is a rural Mississippi native and graduate of Mississippi
State University with a degree in Theatre communication. After a career of
performing as an artist in residency around the country, she opted to continue her
studies at Mississippi University for Women where she earned her Masters of
Education in Gifted Studies. With over a decade of service to gifted students in the
state of Mississippi, Louisiana, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, and Vermont, Michelle
has dedicated her career to shining a light on undiscovered gifted and talented
students in rural and urban communities. Her passion for gifted education has
afforded her opportunities to speak nationally as a voice of advocacy for gifted
students of color as well as English Language Learners (ELL). Michelle currently
serves as the School District of Palm Beach County’s Gifted Program Planner and
is a proud wife and Girl Mom.

Gregory Murphy
Gregory Murphy is a Specialist assigned to the School Transformation
Grant/Project Connect within the Department of Safe Schools. He has 11
years of experience in education as a secondary social science teacher,
MTSS/behavior coach, and behavior health resource teacher prior to his
current role. Currently, he is pursuing his educational doctorate at Lynn
University.

Eileen Nieves
Eileen Nieves is currently an SEL Specialist with the Department of Teaching
and Learning. She has been an educator in Palm Beach County for 15 years as
an elementary classroom teacher and Single School Culture for Behavior
Coach with the Department of Safe Schools.

Kristen Rulison
Kristen Rulison is the Manager for Social Emotional Learning for the School
District of Palm Beach County. In this role, she oversees initiatives, practices,
curriculum and professional learning opportunities for SEL district-wide. She
collaborates with community partners around SEL practices and is the cochair for the community’s Birth to 22 SEL Workgroup. Kristen’s previous
experience as the Elementary Literacy Manager for the school district
provides her a wealth of knowledge and practical on-the-ground expertise
with curriculum design and coaching as the District continues to deepen
academic and social emotional integration for students across the
community.

Kelly Sapp
Kelly Sapp is a veteran educator and support provider with almost 20 years of
experience in the field of Education. Kelly is beginning the next phase of her
career by opening her own Educational Consulting firm: deltaED. deltaED will
support non-profit, not-for-profit and educational organizations with
Exceptional Student Education, Autism Spectrum Disorder support and
professional development, behavioral supports and intervention and social and
emotional learning integration and implementation. Prior to opening deltaED,
Kelly was the Social Emotional Learning Coach and Staff Developer for the
School District of Palm Beach County. Kelly began her profession as a founding
member of High Tech Middle Media Arts with the High Tech High community of
schools. Kelly's presented both nationally and internationally with her most
recent session at Deeper Learning China (2020). Kelly currently lives in Kauai,
Hawaii with her husband and two amazing children.

Gail Sherman
Gail Sherman is the 6-12 Reading Intervention Program Planner for the
School District of Palm Beach County. Her educational experience includes
middle and high school teacher, literacy coach, literacy specialist, and
program planner. She holds her Master’s in Educational Leadership, and is
both Reading and Gifted Endorsed. In addition to her program planner work,
she has served on the “It’s Never Too Late” Literacy Institutes, and was
featured in the book, Words, Words, Words: Teaching Vocabulary in Grades
4-12. She served as a writer for Recorded Books’ Plugged-In To Reading for
Middle and High School. Gail has conducted literacy workshops throughout
the United States, as well as internationally.

Tara Smith
Tara J. Smith is the 6-12 English Language Arts Program Planner for The
School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC). Tara has been an educator
for 20 years. She holds experience in K-12 literacy instruction, school
improvement, teacher professional growth, and curriculum/program
development. Tara has also taught post-secondary writing and education
courses and developed an international pre-service teacher program for a
local university in Palm Beach County. She holds her Master’s (M.Ed.) and
Educational Specialist Degrees (Ed.S.) in Education and is currently finishing
a Doctorate Degree (Ed.D.) in Education with a concentration in Curriculum
and Instruction. Tara’s passion and goals as a secondary literacy program
planner in SDPBC are focused on providing high-quality equitable and
inclusive educational experiences for SDPBC students.

Anton Spalding
Anton has worked as a youth development professional for over 18 years. In
his current role as a professional development specialist at Prime Time Palm
Beach County, he focuses on training, professionalizing, supporting, and
empowering educators and out-of-school time practitioners who work
primarily with middle school-aged youth. Over the years, Anton has
spearheaded the development and implementation of several educational
programs benefiting young people in Palm Beach County. He has also played
a variety of key roles in motivating adults throughout South Florida, drawing
on a wide array of valuable experiences that have shaped his interactions
with others.

Theresa Thomas
Theresa Thomas was born in Bronx New York. She received her Bachelor’s
Degree in Social Studies Education and African American Studies from
Syracuse University and her Master’s in Secondary Education from Central
Michigan University. Her background includes over twenty years of
classroom instruction working with gifted students, colleagues, and parents.
In her current position as Instructional Specialist Gifted for Palm Beach
County, she helps implement state laws, rules, and regulations to provide
best practices and support for teachers and gifted students.

Aleida Trinidad
Aleida (Lily) Trinidad is an SEL Specialist with the Department of Teaching
and Learning. She has worked for the Palm Beach County School District for
20 years in various capacities including: Teacher, School Counselor, Parent
Educator Specialist, and Single School Culture Regional Specialist.

Gwyn Williams
Gwyn graduated with her Bachelor's Degree in Psychology with an emphasis
on human motivation. Training and teaching staff is Gwyn’s passion and is her
life’s purpose. Gwyn has developed research-based outcome measurements
for staff and youth to gain skills necessary to be competent engaged citizens.
Gwyn’s life work can be summed up in this quote: "I work every day to help
keep youth safe, inspired to learn and engaged in order to help working
families. I know the barriers and benefits that communities face in making
afterschool available to all children."
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